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PROPAGANDA OF REACTION 

For a generation men and women have been gaining faith and 
spiritual uplift from the historical study of the Scriptures. Bible 
teaching in Sunday schools, colleges, and theological seminaries 
has been liberated and inspired by the proper method of study. 
The sciences have taught us how God works in nature, and history 
has corroborated the revelation in Jesus Christ. For those who 
have shared in this movement the Bible is today more precious, 
religion is more inevitable, and Jesus Christ is of more significance 
both to individuals and to the social order. Churches have never 
been so evangelically open-minded, religion has never been so 
respected by friend and feared by foe. 

Unfortunately, this educational process is only partial. 
Although it has extended itself into the Sunday-school literature, 
its very success has consolidated its opponents — but in a new 
field. The older issue was Genesis; today it is the book of Reve- 
lation. In the interest of revival movements, the religious forces 
of city after city have been organized by those who regard evolu- 
tion and higher criticism as damnable infidelity, who preach the 
physical and immediate return of Jesus Christ in the sky, who 
oppose efforts to extend Christian principles to social reconstruc- 
tion, and who make the study of the Bible an ingenious exposition 
of prophecy for the purpose of proving that the end of the world is 
at hand. 

^r^ *2rt t3^ 

Such propaganda is possible because earnest Christian people 
do not realize the dangers which he within it. These dangers do not 
lie in this or that man, in vulgarity of language, or in personal 
peculiarities. They are not derived from that noble orthodoxy 
which has grown with the centuries and has been defended by 
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scholars and reformers. The new danger is in the organization 
by evangelistic forces of theological propaganda which identifies 
Christianity as a power to save men with a vituperative assault 
upon modern science; which divorces the churches from intellectual 
leadership in social reform and religion; which leads Christian 
life toward schism. Should this mobilization of theological and 
religious reaction succeed, Protestantism would become dangerous 
to intellectual and religious liberty. 

Evidently we have here something more than mere theological 
conservatism. Such positions have repeatedly been condemned by 
orthodox bodies and teachers. Rather we have an open issue as to 
the very nature of Christianity itself. To believe in Jesus Christ 
as a savior must we believe all that an unscientific, Jewish, impe- 
rialistic world believed about him? To be Christians must we 
repudiate all progress except in commercial lines ? 



Christianity is too true to be ruined by any such reactionary 
propaganda. Never have the gospel's fundamental positions been 
better understood and its principles more intelligently applied than 
at present. These principles are of God. They will continue to 
gather force, and those who appreciate and apply them intelligently 
will gain in number and in influence. 

But will these modern Christians stay within the churches? 
That is a question to be settled by the future alone. For our own 
part we have no doubt as to the outcome. The church of today, 
like the church of Origen and Augustine, will refuse to sever reason 
and faith, knowledge and prayer, the gospel and culture. 

But such a church must guard itself against its present danger. 
It must see that religious thought be true to the entire will of God 
wherever revealed, that the Bible be not used as a means by which to 
obscure the gospel, and that men of evangelical spirit shall refuse 
to be coerced into allegiance to propaganda which, however 
defended by its apologists on the ground of the conversion of 
individuals threatens to substitute obscurantism for truth, apoca- 
lyptic vagaries for social transformation, literalism for orthodoxy, 
and a peculiar theory of inspiration for evangelical faith. 



